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1 O advance our Manufactures by ſeaſonable Propoſals, or 
to prevent their falling into Decay, by removing Prejudices 
(which if ſuffered to prevail might tend to their Deſtruction) is 
both a good and neceſſary Work. „„ 

At preſent, I mean to confine. myſelf to the Woollen Branch, 


which though under the Patronage of the ever to be honoured: 
Dublin Society, has had not only open but ſecret Enemies, 


The Wiſdom of this truly patriotic Society was eminently: 
evinced in the Eſtabliſhment of the Woollen Ware-houſe, — 9884 


but for the inſidious Arts of Exgliſb Manufacturers, and: the 
active Co-operation of ſelfiſn Individuals: among ourſelves, had 


long ſince fully anſwered the noble Deſign of it's generous Pro- 
tectors. Indeed, every Effect which Selfiſhneſs, and the Aya- 


rice of Britiſh Traders could. deviſe, was made in order to ren- 


der this ſalutary Plan abortive. Large Capitals enabled them to 


throw out the Seducement of long Credits, which proved too 
bbc 3-11.00) Eos end 

. - Tt was, indeed, reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that an Inſtitution of 

this Sort, which ſhould offer honeſt made Goods, at a much 


„ 


lower Price than ever they had been ſold before; and by which 


none ſhould be impoſed. upon, would have quickly ſucceeded. 


But it was evident, that by thus ſecuring a Trade for our own: 
Manufactures, it would meet with a vigorous Oppoſition: from 


The latter end of the Lear 1%, the Dablin. Society, juſtly 


+ alarmed at the Proſpect of the Decline of the principal Branch of 


the Woollen Manufacture (the Superfine Trade), reſolved, to 
bk: ee os „ eſtabliſh 
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the Eſtabliſhment of that Houſe. 
but the Houſe was not the Cauſe; no, the American War, the 
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eſtabliſh a Ware-houſe for the Sale of 1r;/þ Woollen Goods for 


Mens Wear, under proper Regulations, and under the Direc- 
tion of a Committee of the principal Members of that patriotic 
Body. Since that Time it has anſwered every Expectation, by 
reſcuing the fine Trade (for which, under the preſent Aſſocia- 


tions, is only in demand) from DiſtruQion, and giving the 1ri/b 


Manufacturer Means to-exert his Ability and Ingenuity, in bring- 
ing 1r:þ Fabrics to as great Perfection as the Goods of any other 
Country ; had it not been in the Line of a Retail Houſe, this 
could never have been effected, and why? becauſe at that Day, 
the Engliſh Clothiers ſent over Clerks, and eſtabliſhed Houſes al- 


moſt in every Part of the Kingdom, for the Sale of their Goods, 


but principally for a Species of Second Superfines, highly finiſh- 
ed to the Eye, but of a baſe Fabric, which were commonly ſold 
For 128. Britiſh, and ſold here as Ir: 


/Þ for 178. or 18s. per Yard, 
Which was a large Profit, and more to the Advantage of a Re- 


_ *tailer, than the ſelling the Goods of their own Country, and at 
this Day, and under the preſent patriotic Agreement, they have 


been impoſed as the ManufaQures of this Country, to the utter 


Ruin and Scandal of the Iriſh Trade Hg Proof of the above, can 
be had, if required. 


Now let but the Ware-houſe be e into the Wholeſale 


Plan only, and we ſhall ſoon ſee our Manufactures go into De- 
cay. 

be removed; our Goods would (we may ſay) lie at their Mercy! 

The Receipts of ready Money, which diff 


The neceſſary Checks and Reſtraints on our Retailers will 


ſs Life and Spirit 
among Maſters and Workmen, and from which ſo many Advan- 


tages and ſo much Happineſs are derived, would be withdrawn. 


It has been aſſerted, that the Ware-houſe has been the Dam 


4 nation of the Trade, by giving to the Retailer Cauſe to have im- 


ported courſe Engliſp Woollens, which was never known until 


1 acknowledge this is the Caſe, 


high Inſurance on the Baltic and 92 Trade during the late 
War, induced the Engliſh Manufacturers to look for a Market 


for their Goods in Ireland, was what occaſioned it, and not the 
Retail Trade in the Ware-houſe; and what was the Reſult, 
| why they eſtabliſhed Houſes in almoſt all the principal Towns i 45 
| Cc 


— 2 e 9 
n 2 «$3 . 
* — 


9 N „% * 
| 5 


the North of Ireland, and from their commanding Fortunes were 
able, though at a loſs (for ſome Time) to underſell us at our 
own Doors; and conſequently eat us out of our on Markets. 
The Charge, of only a few Men partaking of the Benefit of 
the Ware-houſe, is an abſolute Falſehood. This can eaſily. be 
ſhewn from the Book of the Houſe; from theſe it will appear, 
that frequently in one Week, from 45 to 55 Perſons have had 
their Goods ſold in the Ware-houſe, and many of theſe nearly 
on an Equality. Oppoſition, only, prevented an Extenſion of 
this very uſeful Plan. "7 


It has alſo been alledged, that the Clothier of | ſmall Property 


1 Stock. 


has been excluded from any Connection with that Houſe.—This 
is another groſs Falſehood, for the Clothier of ſmall Property 
partakes in common of the Benefits that are, or may be, deriv- 
ed from the Ware-houſe; it is not the poor, but the bad or 
frandulent Manufacturer that is prevented from the Benefit of 
that Inſtitution; for ſuppoſe he has but two Pieces of Goods, 
and they happen to be in Demand, and equally good with 
others, the Goods being ſo diſpoſed, that each Perſon has the 
ſame fair Chance; a Preference in the Ware- houſe is given to 
Merit and Honeſty only. Indeed Common Senſe will tell us, 
that a Man who has perhaps Ioool. Stock, muſt ſell more than 
a Perſon poſſeſſed of but cool. but not double. And it hath 
been very common, that a Man with a well choſen ſmall Aſſort- 
ment of Goods, has ſold as much as one with five Times his 
Let us now perſevere under the Influence of the preſent 
reigning Public Spirit, and cripple the Foreign Imports. By 
ſelling our Cloth good and cheap, we ſhall ſoon ſee a qui 


Conſumption ; our Looms will encreaſe; Oppoſition will give 


Way to the Protection and Senſe of the Public. Much will de- 


pend upon the Character of our Goods, and ſurely they who ſell 
_ £:z// Cloths for Jriſb (a common Practice) ought to be 
pointed out to public View, as Enemies to their Country. 
Will any impartial Perſon, converſant in Buſineſs, or with 
the uſual Coutſe of Sales in the Ware-houſe, pretend to ſay, 
ttat if Cloths be well and honeſtly made, or put in on reaſon- 
able Terms, that the middling Claſs af Manufactures will not 
L „ ry Toy receive 
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eſtabliſh a Ware-houſe for the Sale of 1+;//þ Woollen Goods for 
Mens Wear, under proper Regulations, and under the Direc- 
tion of a Committee of the principal Members of that patriotic 
Body. Since that Time it has anſwered every Expectation, by 
reſcuing the fine Trade (for which, under the preſent Aſſocia- 
tions, is only in demand) from DiſtruQion, and giving the 1ri/b 
Manufacturer Means to exert his Ability and Ingenuity, in bring- 
ing Iriſb Fabrics to as great Perfection as the Goods of any other 
Country; had it not been in the Line of a Retail Houſe, this 


could never have been effected, and why ? becauſe at that Day, 


the Engliſh Clothiers ſent over Clerks, and eſtabliſhed Houſes al- 


moſt in every Part of the Kingdom, for the Sale of their Goods, 


but principally for a Species of Second Superfines, highly finiſh- 
ed to the Eye, but of a baſe Fabric, which were commonly ſold 


for 128. Britiſh, and ſold here as Iriſh for 178. or 188. per Yard, 


which was a large Profit, and more to the Advantage of a Re- 
tailer, than the ſelling the Goods of their own Country, and at 


this Day, and under the preſent patriotic Agreement, they have 


been impoſed as the Manufactures of this Country, to the utter 
Ruin and Scandal of the [rib Trade.—A. Proof of the above, can 
be had, if required. | 
Nov let but the Ware-houſe be changed into the Wholeſale 
Plan only, and we ſhall ſoon ſee our Manufactures go into De- 


cay. The neceſſary Checks and Reſtraints on our Retailers will 
be removed; our Goods would (we may ſay) lie at their Mercy! 


The Receipts of ready Money, which diffuſe Life and Spirit 


among Maſters and Workmen, and from which ſo many Advan- 


tages and ſo much Happineſs are derived, would be withdrawn. 

It has been aſſerted, that the Ware-houſe has been the Dam- 
nation of the Trade, by giving to the Retailer Cauſe to have im- 
ported courſe Engliſh Woollens, which was never known until 
the Eſtabliſhment of that Houſe. I acknowledge this is the Caſe, 
but the Houſe was not the Cauſe; no, the American War, the 
high Inſurance on the Baltic and Raſſiun Trade during the late 
War, induced the Engh/b Manufacturers to look for a Market 


for their Goods in Ireland, was what occaſioned it, and not the 


Retail Trade in the Ware-houſe; and what was the Reſult, 
why they eſtabliſhed Houſes in almoſt all the principal Towns a 
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the North of Ireland, and from their commanding Fortunes were 
able, though at a loſs (for ſome Time) to underſell us at our 
own Doors, and conſequently eat us out of our own Markets. 
The Charge, of only a few Men partaking of the Benefit of 
the Ware-houſe, 1s an abſolute Falſehood. This can eaſily be 
ſhewn from the Book of the Houſe ; from theſe it will appear, 
that frequently in one Week, from 45 to 55 Perſons have had 
their Goods ſold in the Ware-houſe, and many of theſe nearly 
on an Equality. Oppoſition, only, prevented an Extenſion of 
this very uſeful Plan. | 
It has alſo been alledged, that the Clothier of ſmall Property 
has been excluded from any Connection with that Houſe.— This 
is another groſs Falſehood, for the Clothier of ſmall Property 
partakes in common of the Benefits that are, or may be, deriv- 
ed from the Ware-houſe; it is not the poor, but the bad or 
frandulent ManufaQurer that is prevented from the Benefit of 
that Inſtitution ; for ſuppoſe he has but two Pieces of Goods, 
and they happen to be in Demand, and equally good with 
others, the Goods being ſo diſpoſed, that each Perſon has the 
ſame fair Chance ; a Preference in the -Ware-houſe is given to 
Merit and Honeſty only. Indeed Common Senſe will tell us, 
that a Man who has perhaps 1oool. Stock, muſt ſell more than 
a Perſon poſſeſſed of but cool. but not double. And it hath 
been very common, that a Man with a well choſen ſmall Aſſort- 
ment of Goods, has ſold as much as one with five Times his 
Stock. | 
Let us now perſevere under the Influence of the preſent 
reigning Public Spirit, and cripple the r Imports. By 
| ſelling our Cloth good and cheap, we ſhall ſoon ſee a quick 
Conſumption ; our Looms will encreaſe ; Oppoſition will give 


Way to the Protection and Senſe of the Public. Much will de- 


pend upon the Character of our Goods, and ſurely they who ſell 
en_d E:z/;/þ Cloths for Iriſb (a common Practice) ought to be 
pointed out to public View, as Enemies to their Country. 
Will any impartial Perſon, converſant in Buſineſs, or with 
the uſual Courſe of Sales in the Ware-houſe, pretend to ſay, 
that if Cloths be well and honeſtly made, or put in on reaſon- 
able Terms, that the middling Claſs of Manufactures will not 
PRE | receive 


counted for from the following Cauſes. 
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receive more ready Money, than depending on Importers, whoſe 


Views and Intereſts, Connection, and long Credits with, and 
received from, the Engliſb Clothiers, which they now particu- 
larly give them, muſt ſtimulate to damn any Inſtitution that 
ſhould deprive them of a ready Money Trade? This is evident, 
and none but ſuch as ſee through jaundiced Eyes will deny it. 

A Wholeſale Ware-houſe muſt chiefly depend on our Im- 
porting Retailers : Farewell then all Hopes of our Woollen Ma- 
nufacture going on to Perfection. Let us therefore remain on 
the ſafe and ſolid Foundation on which we now ſtand. Then 
ſhall the great Deſign of the wiſe and generous Projectors of the 
Woollen Ware-houſe be fully anſwered. Then, alſo, ſhall the 
lower, or pooreſt of our Clothiers amply experience the Comforts 
and numerous Benefits that muſt ariſe from a well conducted 
Retail Ware- houſe. 

It has been plauſibly urged, that ſince the Commencement of 
the Woollen Ware-houſe, there has been a great Decreaſe in the 
Number of Looms, conſequently, Numbers of Workmen, thro' 
Want of Employment, rendered idle and expoſed to Want and 
Beggary. This, however, is but a ſuperficial Objection, and 
reſts not .on a ſolid Baſis; becauſe this Decreaſe may be ac- 
| Every one who has 
carefully marked the Proceedings relative to the Woollen Branch, 
muſt have ſeen, that immediately on the opening of the Ware- 
houſe, the Retailers were alarmed, and gave it every Oppoſi- 
tion. The Engliſh Clothiers knowing this, powerfully ſtimu- 
lated them to perſevere, and offered them Jonger Credits than 
ever had been heard of, in order to fruſtrate the Deſfgns of the 
Dublin Society, under whoſe Auſpices the Ware-houſe was 
opened. The War with America, and loſs of the Levant Trade 
having deeply affected the Woollen Branch of Britain, increaſed 
the Activity of the Engliſh Manufacturers, in extending the 
great Staple of England in this Kingdom. 'Foo many 
Retajlers became their Agents, and even hurt the Character of 
Iriſh Cloths, by ſelling flimſy old Shopkeepers, which in fact 
were Engliſh Goods, for Irifh. The Vanity and Inconſideration 


likewiſe, of Numbers, led them to a culpable Fondneſs of 


Foreign Fabrics.— Add to this, that on ſeveral Occaſions, 
| ſince 
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ſince the Commencement of the Woollen Ware-houſe, hard in- 
clement Seaſons have rendered Proviſions, and Liſe's Nerteſſa- 
ries, very exhorbitant in their Prices; to which, it is evident, 
ſome avaricious unfeeling Landlords, with their rapacious 
Agents, and the oppreſſive Fraternity of Foreſtallers have not a 
little contributed. But indeed, if we attentively mark the aſto- 

niſhing Progreſs of Importations of old and new Engli/h Drapery 
ſince the Year 15972, it will nearly account for the Decline of 
our Manufactures, which but for the Stand made by the Woollen 
Ware-houſe, and the ready Money there received, muſt have 
been in a much worſe Condition than they are at preſent. Nay, 
were the retail Trade terminated at the Ware-houſe ; did the 
ſame artful Efforts of Britiſb Clothiers continue, and be co-ope- 
rated with by our Retailers, it is to-be feared, that the Woollen 
Branch in this Kingdom would quickly go into decay, and ad- 
ditional Thouſands ſuffer accumulated Wants and Diſtreſles.— 
Unqueſtionably, an encreaſe of Capital in this Kingdom, in or- 
der to extend Manufactures, will be neceſſary. This muſt ariſe 
from Exertions of Genius, and of an Induſtry, active and unre- 
mitted ;—alſo. from public Encouragements properly applied. — 
It were likewiſe happy, if it could be made the Intereſt of our 
Retailers to deal chiefly in Jriſß Goods, becauſe, without this, 
neither public Spirit, nor Love to their Country, would probab- 
ly prove efficient Principles. But, ſurely, the mere Proſperity 
of Retailers, ought not, in an enlarged national View, be deem- 
ed a primary Conſideration; but the Extention of the Woollen 
Branch on a firm, permanent Foundation, ſo as to contribute to 
the general Welfare of the Community at large. Local Intereſts 
and Prejudices muſt be ſurmounted. But, no doubt, the Wiſ- 
dom of the Legiſlature, and Patriotiſm of the Right Honour- 
able and Honourable the Dublin Society, will duly conſider of, 
and gulate theſe Matters. Let it farther be attended to, 
that our Importations from Great Britain for nine Years, from 
1774 to 1783, amounted, upon an Average, to about Two 
Millions Sterling annually. Join to this, the Drains made by 
| Abſentees, and how depreſſed our Situation? 

This could not but throw a large Balance in Trade againſt us, 
with an high Exchange, which carried away in large Nein 
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the flimſy ſuperficial Kind, proceeding from, ſelfi 


1 
of our r circulating Caſh.— Hence Diſtreſs per vaded different com- 
mercial Departments; our Manufactures, in general, were deep- 
ly affected, particularly the Woollen Branch, as the Value of 
Britiſh Woollen Goods conſtituted a 1 Part of the gh 
enormous Sum. : 


Perhaps the above Particulars mop receive strength, when it 
is conſidered, that in 1780, the Value of old and new Drapery 


Imported from England was only 64, 970l.— But, that in the 


Year 1781, 1782, and 1 1783. the Value of the fame Articles im- 
ported, was, upon an Average, about 312,0001. annually. 80 
quick and ſo amazing a Riſe, can only be attributed to the not 
having continued the Non- importation Agreement, which had 
been entered into in 1779; for when we relaxed in this, En- 


gliſb Goods poured in upon us from every Manufacturing Town, 


as the advanced Importations in 1781, 1982, and 1783, above 


mentioned, plainly ſhew. But from the! whole it is evident, 
that our Retail Woollen Ware-houſe contributed not in the 55 


leaſt to theſe Importations Extraordinary. . 25 
I have been 1 more explicit in this Matter, as I know it 
was thought to be a formidable Objection, and by ſom̃e, reat 
Streſs was laid po n it; but, indeed the Objections that gre 
hitherto been Fred againſt the Ware-houft, are E of 5 
Views. 5 
When Facts are applied to them, they quickly „„ 
It is therefore hoped, that as the Matter to be Uettrbüned! is 5 
of the utmoſt Importance to the Kingdom in Beelen, and the 
Happineſs of Thouſands will depend on the ecifion, that it | 
will be in favour of a Retail Houſe. _ | 
Cannot we, therefore, under ſuch an Accumulation of: un- 
fortunate Circumſtances, account for the Encreaſe of idle 
Looms and of ol RA Workmen ? 


*. 


